) Doing Good

‘All our dreams have

come true!”

\ wedding is often the beginning of a couple’s life
ogether. But for Melissa Zannis Childs and her groom,
eff, theirs was a celebration of the challenges they'd
Iready overcome—and proof of just how powerful
ove can be. Their story will touch your heart!

A surprising love

t wasn't supposed to be like
this,
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lelissa Zannis should've been treatment, Melissa grabbed a
1aking plans with her boyfriend pen from her purse.
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Everything is going to be fine!!
she scrawled on her arm, making

1 her hand shook, a happy smiley face beneath the
“I'm sorry,” her doctor said. “Itis  exclamation points.
incer. .." She was the one who the IVs

A few weeks earlier, Melissa had
zen watching TV when her hand
rushed against her left breast.
There was something there,
ard as a pebble. But it can’t be
aything to worry about, the Den-
:r woman told herself. She didn't
el sick. She didnt even have a
nmily history of breast cancer.

‘It was like being handed a
sath sentence,” Melissa
icalls. “All T could e

were dripping into, she told her-

self. She'd get herself through it.
But Jeff insisted on coming.
“Sing with me,” he'd say, launch-
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ctomy. But as the ban-
iges were removed, she stared
the flat plane where her breasts
sed to be and her heart caught.
ver since she'd met Jeff, they'd
'en inseparable. She even day-
eamed about getting married
meday. Yet they were only a year
to their relationship. They were
pposed to be having fun. They
»re supposed to have all the time
the world. How could I have
"found the man of my dreams
and have it end like this?

from pain, from fear. But
through it all, Jeff was there.

At her last chemo treatment,
Melissa wore a T-shirt that read
“Rock Star Survivor.” Soon after,
Jeff packed a picnic. And, at the
peak of Breckenridge Mountain,
he got down on one knee and
asked, “Will you marry me?”

Melissa looked at this man
who had. stayed when others
might have rfun. Whod kissed
her scars. Who was the reason
she'd fought so hard.

ftelissa’s tips for living life to the fullest!

: @ Doing what
: makes you happy!

@ Focusing on
the positive!
Every time you worry

° about something going
\ wrong, stop and list three
ings that are going
right. It'll help you
) recognize your blessings! :
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: the things that you enjoy!

: Avoid filling your schedule

: with less-than-fun activities

: that others suggest—say,

: going camping if you're not

i an outdoors person—and do :

“Yes!” she whlspered through
tears,

Meanwhile, across the city,
wedding photographer Cheryl
Ungar was searching for a way to
make a difference.

Twenty years ago, she had been
diagnosed with breast cancer at
just 30. She'd never forgotten the
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wasn't thaf: cancer wasnt always
in the back of her mind; that she
didn’t sometimes worry about
recurrence. But she didn’t want
anyone to define her as “that girl
with cancer.” She wanted her life
to have purpose.

+“ She loved capturing those little
moments of a couple’s special
day—how the bride never felt
more beautiful; that sense of hope
in the air. And it struck Cheryl;
Why not offer a bride who'd been
affected by breast cancer the wedz"
ding of her dreams?

So, contacting other vendors
to help, she organized The
Wedding Pink (Cherlengar
Gives.com). Then she waited .

Love and mlracles

One day at work, Melissa
happened to log on to find

an e-mail about The Weddid® 2¥p

Pink—and her eyes widened.

Make the most of every
day, like Melissa, by . .

: @ Giving back!

: Find a cause that’s close to

: your heart and volunteer.

: Whatever you do will

: make a difference in your

: community and in your life!
“Itfeels so good to give

: back,” Melissa says.

. “Love truly can
conquer all!”
says Melissa,
with Jeff and
Cheryl (center),
who helped
give them
their dream
wedding.

With all her medical bills, an
opportunity like this would really
help. So she entered, writing:
Even if I am not the winner of
this amazing prize, I would like
to say “thank you” on behalf of all
cancer survivors!

When Cheryl read Melissa's
story, tears sprang to her eyes.

hegraw herself in Melissa, who'd

the same age when she was

gnosed. And she was touched

bl Jeff’s courage—so many young
men would've bolted.

But this . . . this was what true
love is all about.

“Thank you!” Melissa marveled
when she received the remark-
able news. And she couldnt
believe that as blessed as she
already was—to have Jeff; to
have survived—she was receiving
this extraordinary gift, too.

So one Sunday this past spring,
as more than 100 family and
friends gathered, Melissa walked
down the aisle. “Today, I marry
my best friend,” she vowed
through tears.

Today, Melissa remains cancer-
free. She and Jeff laugh as
they watch their playful striped
kittens, Rigby and Lucy, chase
each other through the house,
hoping someday they’ll be doing
the same with their children. And
ey remain so touched by
Cheryl's gift that they've joined
The Wedding Pink board to
throw a wedding next year for
another couple whose lives have
been changed by cancer.

“I don’t think I really under-
stood love until T was diagnosed
with cancer. But now all our
dreams are coming true!” Melissa
beams. “And I know everyone
should always believe that love is
all around us!”

—Kristin Higson-Hughes




